Thought for the week: Who are you? Who are they? Who am I?
There are all kinds of ways that filmmakers build a sense of expectation into a film – it might be tense music to build suspense in a thriller, or in a romantic story it might be softer music and two characters becoming the focus. In the passage from John’s Gospel, the original hearers might have expected a romantic story to unfold – there are several biblical stories about people meeting their future spouse at a well. We might call it a ‘meet cute’ today.
As well as our expectations when we are watching films, in our day-to-day lives we also have all kinds of expectations about how people should behave, including how they should behave towards us. I wonder if you have ever been in a situation where someone has exclaimed – in an outraged manner: ‘Don’t you know who I am?’ Clearly, the person feels they haven’t been treated in the way that they should have been! Their expectations have not been met.
In our passage from John’s Gospel, not only does the story not turn into a ‘meet cute’ between Jesus and the Samaritan woman, Jesus does not behave in the way the Samaritan woman expects. After Jesus asks her for a drink, she responds by saying: “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” And we are told that Jews did not tend to share things with Samaritans. As is so often the case when someone encounters Jesus, the unexpected, rather than the expected, happens…
Jesus is not the person who the Samaritan woman presumed him to be, but he knows more about her than she could possibly imagine and through this encounter she learns more about who Jesus is. The woman’s meeting with Jesus is such an extraordinary experience that she goes back to her home city (without actually collecting the water she needed) and asks other people to come and meet Jesus too, asking ‘He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’
The Samaritan woman’s response to Jesus reminds us that we don’t have to have all the answers before we can invite others to meet Jesus for themselves. She is still essentially asking ‘Who are you?’ about Jesus, even as she invites other people to meet him. Ultimately, we will never be able to understand or say everything there is to say about who Jesus is, but in continuing to ask Jesus, ‘Who are you?’ we learn more about who we are and who others are – all of us, beloved children of God.
Perhaps spend some time this week asking Jesus, ‘Who are you?’ and maybe considering how the answer to that question might also help you answer the question ‘Who am I?’
